The most popular survey method used in contingent valuations asks "openended" dichotomous choice questions. This method generates grouped or interval-censored data on respondents' willingness to pay. This paper specifies the willingness to pay distribution using the proportional hazard specification in duration analysis. This semiparametric distribution, on the one hand, controls for the effects of observed personal characteristics, and on the other, allows the shape of the distribution to be unspecified. To estimate the willingness to pay distribution from grouped data, we propose both a maximum likelihood estimation method and a minimum Chi-square method. The latter procedure applies to "many observations per cell" cases where the observable covariates are either categorical or amendable to sensible grouping. Specification tests for the proportionality assumption are proposed. The statistical inference procedures are illustrated using the data set from the San Joaquin Valley contingent valuation survey.
Introduction
One important task both in environmental economics and in public economics is to assess the value of some non-market good. The central concept has been consumers' willingness to pay. To estimate the willingness to pay distribution, researchers often use data from contingent valuation surveys.
2 While heated debate over the validity of the contingent valuation surveys continues, it is generally agreed that -if a contingent valuation survey is conducted -"close-ended," dichotomous choice type of questions are preferred to "open-ended" dollar amount questions. From the perspective of the analyst, dichotomous choice questions generate grouped or interval-censored measurements of respondents' willingness to pay.
To estimate the willingness to pay distribution with such grouped data, researchers so far have used either parametric or nonparametric approaches. 3 The parametric approach specifies a distribution function for the willingness to pay, possibly conditional on a vector of covariates, with only a finite number of unknown parameters. The statistical inference follows a standard ordered discrete choice framework for which the maximum likelihood procedure is now routine and included in many computing packages. The nonparametric approach can be applied either using Ayer et al's (1955) pooling adjacent violators algorithm or Turnbull's (1974) self-consistent algorithm.
Recently, An and Ayala (1996) recognize that there is a data grouping mechanism found in some contingent valuation surveys to which Turnbull's method does not apply. They refer to these cases as distinct bids and mixed bids, where acrossinterval-censored observations are encountered. An and Ayala present a generalized self-consistent algorithm that estimates the distribution function for across-intervalcensored data.
2 For a comprehensive review of the contingent valuation method see Cummings et al (1986) and Mitchell and Carson (1989) . For a critical view of the method see Hausman (1993) and McFadden (1994) . For an assessment of the NOAA Panel Guidelines see Carson et al (1996) . 3 Huang et al (1995) use Monte Carlo simulations to evaluate and compare the properties of the parametric and nonparametric estimators of the mean willingness to pay with binary choice data.
Neither the parametric nor the nonparametric extremes are considered fully satisfactory. The former is susceptible to severe specification error. The latter does not allow the analyst to accommodate observed covariates, an important ingredient in economic analysis. To cope with these problems, a semiparametric framework seems to be most appropriate. At first glance, this lack of activity seems odd given the fact that during the last two decades, many semiparametric estimation procedures for discrete choices have been developed in the econometrics literature. 4 These methods have not been embraced by contingent valuation researchers for at least three reasons. First, these methods are often designed for the estimation of the parameters representing the effect of covariates. The underlying distribution of the dependent variables is treated only as a nuisance part of the model. Second, with the exception of Han (1987) , all these methods discuss simple threshold binary choices. Ordered multiple discrete choice models, which are the most relevant to contingent valuation studies, have not been substantial. Third, for general discrete choice models the exact distribution of the underlying distribution is identifiable only up to a scale factor.
Contingent valuation surveys provide key information to identify the scale.
This paper considers a semiparametric estimation of the willingness to pay distribution with grouped data from dichotomous choice surveys. One of the contributions of this paper is that, by exploiting the similarity between the willingness to pay distribution and the statistical models for survival times, we propose to represent the willingness to pay distribution using the semiparametric proportional hazard specification. This specification, on the one hand, controls for the effects of observed heterogeneity, and on the other, allows the shape of the distribution to remain unspecified.
For statistical inference of the semiparametric willingness to pay distribution from 4 These include the maximum score estimator of Manski (1975) and Horowitz (1992) , the distribution free maximum likelihood estimator of Cosslett (1983) , the maximum rank correlation estimator of Han (1987) , the semiparametric least square estimator of Ichimura (1993) , the sieve estimator of Klein and Spady (1993) , and the iterative least squares estimator of Wang and Zhou (1995) .
grouped data, we discuss both a maximum likelihood estimation procedure and a minimum Chi-square procedure. Both procedures identify and consistently estimate the same set of parameters.
The minimum Chi-square estimation procedure consists of two easy steps. In the first, one adopts some nonparametric method to consistently estimate the cell-specific survivor functions. In the second, one constructs some nonlinear transformations of the survivor function which are linear in the parameters. The model can then be estimated by performing generalized least squares to the system of seemingly uncorrelated equations.
A similar minimum Chi-square procedure has been applied to other areas such as the binary choice model (Berkson, 1953, Zellner and Lee, 1965) and duration analysis (Ryu, 1994 . In those two areas, data groupings are simple and the estimation of the cell-specific survivor function required in the first step is straightforward.
In some contingent valuation surveys, the data grouping mechanism complicates the first step. The second contribution of the paper is to integrate into the minimum Chisquare procedure the available nonparametric methods of estimating the cell-specific functions with grouped data.
Just as in any other application of the minimum Chi-square procedure, the main restriction of the procedure is that it applies only to a "many observations per cell" situation in which all explanatory variables are either categorical or amendable to sensible grouping. This is a strong restriction in principle but not as severe in practice, since in many cases categorical or grouped explanatory variables are the only information in the data.
The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 begins with a brief definition of willingness to pay. This is followed by the introduction of the proportional hazard specification for the willingness to pay distribution. The date grouping mechanism encountered in contingent valuation surveys is then discussed. In section 3
we discuss the maximum likelihood estimation procedure. Identification issues are addressed with the help of the sample likelihood function. Section 4 describes the minimum Chi-square procedure. The minimum Chi-square inference proposed in this paper depends crucially on ways to consistently estimate the cell-specific survivor function. This is done in this paper by applying An and Ayala's (1996) generalized self-consistent algorithm. Section 5 investigates three important issues: specification tests for the proportional hazard assumption, estimation of mean willingness to pay and estimation of marginal effects. In section 6 both the maximum likelihood estimation procedure and the minimum Chi-square procedure are illustrated using data from a contingent valuation study conducted by Hanemann et al (1991) . Section 7 concludes with a summary of the main points of the paper.
Willingness to Pay

Definition of willingness to Pay
A respondent's willingness to pay is defined as the dollar amount, Y , which equalizes the two indirect utilities with and without the provision of the non-market good in question,
where I is the disposable income of the respondent; Z a vector of observed social demographic characteristics of the respondent; and a scalar variable representing uncontrolled personal characteristics. V 1 : R + → R and V 0 : R + → R are, respectively, the respondent's indirect utility with or without the provision of the public good. Assume that for any fixed (Z, ), V 1 (x|Z, ) is monotonic increasing in the empirically relevant range. Then there exists an inverse function U (x; Z, ) : R → R + such that,
Using this notation, the willingness to pay can be expressed as,
The above definition of the willingness to pay has four important implications.
(a) Since is unobserved, Y = φ(I, Z. ) is a random variable whose distribution, conditional on the observable (I,Z), is determined by the distribution of the unobservable . 
A Semiparametric Model
The above discussion demonstrates that the willingness to pay distribution shares many features with the duration variables in survival analysis. The distribution of a duration variable is often specified in terms of its hazard function in lieu of its density function. While the term "hazard" has a strong connotation of duration or survival, from the modeling point of view there is nothing at all special about the hazard function approach. The hazard function and the density function are oneto-one. In this paper we adopt the following proportional hazard specification for 5 Here we assume random sampling in the sense that (I, Z) is weakly exogenously observed.
This assumption is usually satisfied in practice. Otherwise, one is obligated to model the joint distribution of (Y, I, Z) instead of the conditional distribution Y given (I, Z) to construct the valid sample likelihood function for the model. the willingness to pay distribution. Under this specification, the hazard function
To allow the semi-parametric structure of the model, the baseline hazard h 0 (y)
will be left unspecified. In particular, this specification allows for asymmetry and multi-modality, probably two of the most important stylized facts found by empirical researchers. 6 The corresponding survivor function is
where H(y) = y 0 h 0 (s)ds is called the integrated baseline hazard. Following point (c) the willingness to pay distribution is non-defective in the sense that S(I|X) = 0 for all X. A necessary and sufficient condition for this is lim y→I H(y) = ∞. We will therefore maintain this implicit assumption in the sequel.
The Data Grouping Mechanism
One of the most frequently used elicitation methods in contingent valuation studies is the so called double-bounded dichotomous choice question. In this setting, each respondent answers a sequence of two questions as to whether he or she would be willing to pay some specified amounts of money to obtain the non-market good. The dollar amount used in the first question is called the original bid, denoted by B o .
The dollar amount used in the second question depends on the response given to the first question. It is a higher amount, B h , if the answer to the first question is affirmative; and a lower amount, B l , if the answer is negative. The answers to these two questions reveal that the respondent's willingness to pay falls into one of the four
), and [B h , I], which constitute a partition of the 6 An and Ayala (1995) demonstrate that a parametric mixture model not only fits the data better but also leads to more sensible estimates for the welfare measure, relative to a unimodal, single
Therefore from a random sample of N respondents, the data information available to the analyst is for each respondent n,
where X n = (I n , Z n ) is a vector of covariates (such as income, education level, race, gender, religion, location group, etc.); d n ∈ {1, 2, 3, 4} is the respondent's answer representing "no-no," "no-yes," "yes-no," and "yes-yes" respectively.
In principle there are many ways to generate the bids (B 
7 Then, an answer to the double-bounded dichotomous choice question will reveal that the respondent's willingness to pay falls into an interval
for some j < k. In the language of An and Ayala (1996) 3 Maximum Likelihood Estimation
Sample Likelihood
To facilitate discussion, more notation is needed. For each individual n, define (T + 1)(T + 2)/2 binary indicators of the form,
7 In fact we should write b T +1 = I following the earlier discussion. In practice, b T << I n , for all n. Later on we will show that the tail of willingness to pay distribution beyond b T is unidentified.
Therefore the two treatments make no difference in terms of the statistical inference of the identifiable part of the model. with γ n,0,T +1 fixed at 0. For each n, one and only one γ nij is one and the rest are zero.
Let γ ij = N n=1 γ nij , the grouped data of individuals' willingness to pay can then be read from the following matrix of sufficient statistics,
In terms of the γ's, the sample log likelihood is
where S(y|X) is defined in (3).
Identification
We will now demonstrate that data grouping essentially puts an upper bound on the flexibility of the continuous distribution. The log likelihood function (7) depends only on T points of the survivor function, S(b j |X n ) for 1 ≤ j ≤ T . It is independent of any intermediate value. By the proportional hazard assumption, the maximum flexible functional form would be to define T extra parameters δ j = H(b j ) for 1 ≤ j ≤ T , so that the sample log likelihood function can be written as
In other words, the maximum flexible semiparametric structure which can be identified with grouped data takes a parametric form.
For proportional hazard duration models, Cox's (1972) maximum partial likelihood estimator provides consistent and asymptotically normal estimates for β without specification of the nuisance baseline hazard h 0 (y). However, Cox's procedure requires formally continuous data. Available tie-breaking approximations (e.g. Cox and Oakes, 1984) achieve reasonable precision only if ties are rare. With grouped data there seems no way to avoid the estimation of the baseline hazard. One way to achieve consistency in estimating β and to accommodate maximum flexibility of the baseline hazard is to specify it in a piece-wise constant form,
In this setting, (c 1 , c 2 , .., c T ) together with β are jointly estimated with maximum likelihood estimation (Kiefer, 1988) . There, too, the data grouping causes the model to be intrinsically finite-dimensional. It is easy to see that the T number of c's in (9) and the T number of δ's in (8) are exactly one-to-one. In fact,
Notice also that while the assumption (9) is a special assumption on the baseline hazard (2) that defines δ j 's, assessment of the mean value of the willingness to pay and other welfare measures calls for some interpolation of the integrated hazard function.
Assumption (9) might as well be the natural choice (See Figure 1 and more detailed discussion in Section 5.2).
Maximum likelihood estimatorθ of θ = (β , δ 1 , ·, δ T ) is defined as the one that maximizes (8) subject to 0 ≤ δ 1 ≤ δ j ≤ δ T . For this hill climbing algorithms are readily available. Statistical inference can be conducted using the first-order asymptotic normality result which states that theθ is asymptotically normal with mean θ and a variance-covariance matrix Σ which can be consistently estimated bŷ
at low cost.
8 See Lancaster, 1990 .
Minimum Chi-Square Procedure
In this section we propose an alternative estimation procedure applied to "manyobservations-per-cell" data in which the observed covariates are either categorical or amendable to sensible grouping. The maintained hypothesis in this section is that there is a set of pre-specified vector values
for all n. The whole sample is therefore divided into M cells. The observations within each cell share the same X vector. Let N m be the size of cell w m . That is,
be the number of observations whose willingness to pay Y n falls in the interval (b j , b k ]
and whose covariates are w m . Then, it is clear that
constitute the sample sufficient statistics.
Exploiting the fact that the willingness to pay Y is grouped and the covariates X are categorical, define
to ease exposition.
The Estimator
The key step in developing the minimum Chi-square estimator is to find a transformation of the cell probabilities which is linear in the parameters of interest. In the current context, consider a typical respondent in cell m. The conditional probability
where λ j = log(δ j − δ j−1 ). 
In matrix form, we can express the system of equations (15) as
. . .
9 We will investigate various ways to estimate S m j under different data settings in Section 4.3.
or more concisely,Ỹ = Xµ +Ṽ.
It can be easily shown that Ω = V ar[Ṽ] has a simple heteroskedasticity structure asymptotically and can be consistently estimated. The minimum chi-square estimator of µ = (β , λ 1 , ...λ T ) is defined as the Aitken generalized least squares estimator. From
It is well known that the minimum Chi-square estimator has the same first-order asymptotic distributions as the maximum likelihood estimator, provided that the group size N m goes to infinity as the sample size increases. The proof for the consistency and asymptotic normality of the minimum Chi-square estimator is now standard. See, for example, Amemiya (1980 Amemiya ( , 1985 for a general treatment and Ryu (1994) for the application to univariate proportional hazard duration models.
The asymptotic variance-covariance matrix Σ 1 of the minimum Chi-square estimator can be easily estimated as,Σ
A Simple Heteroskedasticity Robust Procedure
The minimum Chi-square estimator defined earlier is in principle very easy to compute. The most complicated aspect is the weight adjustment in the weighted least square step. To explore the seemingly uncorrelated structure, one can simplify the whole procedure by carrying out an ordinary least square (OLS) in the second step,
The efficiency loss usingμ in the current framework can be assessed using Monte Carlo experiments.
10
Of course, one needs to correct the estimation using the 10 We leave this assessment for future research and only report our experience with the particular empirical application in section 6.
heteroskedasticity-robust variance-covariance estimator of White (1980) ,
To estimate Σ o , one uses the squared OLS residues to estimate the diagonal matrix Ω.
Estimation of Cell-Specific Survivor Functions
From the previous discussion the minimum Chi-square estimation of the semiparametric survivor function (3) requires a consistent estimation of S m j and its sampling variance for all j and m. We now review various methods available for different data settings.
By assumption the covariates X are weakly exogenous to the model of willingness to pay. Each cell m consists of a homogeneous sub-population. This implies that the estimation of S m j is separable across cells. In what follows we suppress the notation for the cell indicator with the understanding that we will follow the same procedure for each cell.
When single-bounded dichotomous choice questions are used in a CV survey, each observation is either left-or right-censored. The "pooling adjacent violators" algorithm of Ayer et al (1955) can be applied.
When data consist of only interval-and right-censored observations -a situation not applicable to CV surveys -the Kaplan-Meier product limit estimator can be applied to consistently estimate the survivor function.
When double-bounded dichotomous choice questions with overlapping bids are used in a CV survey, 11 each observation is either right-, interval-, or left-censored.
For this case, Turnbull (1974) introduced the self-consistent algorithm. The basic logic of Turnbull's algorithm is to use the current trial estimates of the survivor function to reallocate the left-censored spells and then apply the Kaplan-Meier estimator to the adjusted data to derive the new trial estimates of the survivor function. This iterative algorithm converges quickly to a solution which is equivalent to the nonparametric maximum likelihood estimates for the survivor function.
When double-bounded dichotomous choice questions with distinct or mixed bids are used in a CV survey, each observation is either right-, interval-, left-or acrossinterval-censored. For this case, the generalized self-consistent algorithm proposed by An and Ayala (1996) can be used.
Because the distinct bids double-bounded dichotomous choice questions are the most popular survey methods by far, and because the An and Ayala algorithm applies to all other special cases just mentioned, we now concentrate on a description of it. The generalized self consistent algorithm maintains the same reallocation idea introduced by Turnbull.
The iterative procedure goes as follows. Start with data information as in (6). 
Given a set of starting values {S
which uses the estimated conditional probabilities as weights to reallocate all the across-interval and left-censored observations into an adjusted number of interval-censored observations.
2) Calculate
where n j = T k=j (γ k,T +1 + δ k ). Equation (24) would be the Kaplan-Meier estimator if the data consisted of interval-and right-censored observations.
3) Return to step 1 and replace {S
4) Stop when the required accuracy has been achieved.
An and Ayala show that the solution of this algorithm is exactly the solution to the distribution free log-likelihood function subject to the monotonicity constraint.
Hence, it is √ N consistent, where N is the sample size.
Other Issues
Estimation of the semiparametric willingness to pay distribution is of course only the first step. This section deals with some related issues.
Testing the Proportional Hazard Specification
Even though the specification (2) achieves maximum flexibility within the proportional hazard framework, the proportionality is itself an assumption which should be tested.
12
Many procedures have been proposed to test the proportionality assumption in duration analysis. The test statistics are often derived using generalized residues.
This requires observation of actual values of the dependent variables. In the current context where every observation of the willingness to pay is grouped, these generalized residues cannot be calculated. One of the tests, proposed by Ryu (1994) , seems most appropriate.
12 In duration analysis, the proportional hazard model (PH) specification has been criticized for lack of justification. provides sufficient and necessary conditions for the PH specification in a controlled jump process framework.
Ryu proposes to estimate the model with artificial further aggregation of the already grouped data. Let the original estimator for β beβ and the new estimator bẽ β. Ryu's test exploits the fact that under the null hypothesis that the proportionality is correct, both estimators will be consistent. That is, if proportionality holds, both β andβ will converge to the same β. Otherwise they will converge to different quantities. The test statistic is then based on the distance of the two estimates,
This is a little different from a Hausman test since the two estimators do not necessarily satisfy an informational nesting relation which was the key for a Hausman test. When the original "finer" data are used in the estimation, we are estimating possibly more points of the baseline hazard function. This will not necessarily makê β more efficient thanβ. So the estimation of the variance of the difference between the two estimators is a little involved. Ryu (1994) proposes a way to facilitate this calculation.
In the current setting, a natural further integration is for each respondent n, 
Estimating Mean Willingness to Pay
One of the purposes of estimating the willingness to pay distribution is to assess the welfare measure of the proposed good in question. Two of the most popular measures are the mean willingness to pay, µ(X) ≡ E[Y |X], and the median willingness to pay, m(X) ≡ inf{y : S(y|X) = 0.5}, both of which are conditional on the observed covariates X. Under the proportional hazard specification and with the notation ψ = exp{β X}, we have
and m(X) = H −1 (ψ log 2), where H −1 is the inverse function of H.
From the discussion in section 3.2, without parametrization of the base line hazard h 0 (y), grouped data from contingent valuation surveys identify at most T number of points of the integrated baseline hazard H(y). Therefore the survivor function of the willingness to pay can be identified at at most T discrete points. To estimate the conditional mean and the conditional median defined above, some interpolation procedure has to be adopted. Three alternatives are available.
(a) One alternative advocated by contingent valuation researchers is the so called conservative estimation which puts all the point mass S j − S j−1 on the left end b j−1 of the corresponding interval (Figure 2 ). In this case,
(b) The second alternative is to take the linear interpolation of the survivor S(y|X).
In this case
Under the current setting, it is probably natural to adopt the linear interpolation of the integrated baseline hazard function. In this case, it can be shown that,
Interpreting β and Estimating Marginal Effects
One of the main advantages of the semiparametric specification over its nonparametric counterpart is that with the former one can estimate the marginal effect of the social and economic variables on the (mean) willingness to pay. Under the proportional hazard specification (2),
are the marginal effects of the covariates on the logarithm of the hazard function.
More direct quantities in the willingness to pay context are the marginal effects of the covariates on the conditional mean willingness to pay,
which can be estimated by choosing one of the three interpolating methods as discussed earlier.
An Empirical Example
To illustrate the statistical inference procedures proposed in the previous sections, we use data from a contingent valuation study conducted by Hanemann et al (1991) to elicit the WTP for protecting wetland habitats and wildlife in California's San Joaquin Valley.
The Data
Hanemann et al evaluate five different environmental programs in their survey. We focus on the respondents' responses to a wetlands and wildlife improvement program.
This survey was conducted via a combination of mail and telephone media. Respondents were chosen based on random digit sampling and were asked whether they were willing to participate in a survey. If they agreed, a mail questionnaire was sent and a certain time was arranged for the interviewer to call the household. The survey used a double-bounded dichotomous choice format. The sets of bids used in this study are:
(25, 55, 110), (30, 65, 125) , (40, 75, 125) , (40, 80, 125) , (65, 125, 170) , (75, 140, 250) , (80, 170, 250) , (125, 210, 375) and (125, 250, 375) . These 9 versions of the question- (63.1%) agreed to participate. From these, 1004 completed interviews were collected.
In this empirical application we use the 576 interviews from the rest of the California sample. After deleting those with no information on income and those who answered "don't know" to the original bid, only 532 observations are used.
In addition to the willingness to pay questions, the data set also records respondents' personal characteristics. Among the covariates, residence in California and age are measured in years; sex, race and membership of an environmental organization are categorical; education level, labor supply and annual income are measured in groups. Table 1 reports the sample summary statistics. Table 2 reports for the whole 532 observation the across-interval-censoring count of the willingness to pay corresponding to the data information matrix (6).
Results
In order to carry out the minimum Chi-square estimation we have further collapsed the 8 income groups into high income and low income, and reclassified the 8 education levels into with or without education beyond a high school degree. We have divided the whole sample into 8 cells according to sex (female, male), income (low, high) and education (low, high) groupings. For example, a respondent in Cell 1 is a female with low income and without higher education. A respondent in Cell 8 is a male with high income and with higher education. Nonparametric estimations of the survivor functions for the whole sample and for each cell using An-Ayala algorithm are reported in Table 3 . Pulling in the sense of Ayer et al is common. Notice that for Cells 3 and 7 there are not enough observations to obtain estimates for the survivor probabilities. For the linear regression step in the minimum Chi-square estimation, these two cells will not be used. Table 4 reports the maximum likelihood estimates for θ = (β , λ 1 , ..., λ T ) . To start our empirical investigation, we first estimated a parametric model using Weibull distribution. Weibull family is a special case of the proportional hazard models with the baseline hazard h 0 (y) = ηy η−1 . A Weibull distribution has a monotone hazard function whose shape is determined by the parameter η. When η = 1 the Weibull further specializes into an exponential distribution whose hazard is independent of y.
The estimated shape parameter,η = 1.0476 is not significantly different from unity, suggesting constant hazard (Panel I).
Panel II in Table 4 reports the parameter estimates using the proportional hazard model specification. Since the proportional hazard specification nests the Weibull model, a likelihood ratio test can be conducted. Such a test reveal that the Weibull specification can not be rejected within the more general proportional hazard specification for the current data set.
Panel III in Table 4 reports the parameter estimates using further aggregated data as described at the end of section 5.1. These estimates are meant to test the proportionality assumption. Due to the special feature of the questionnaire design, for the current setting it turned out that the further aggregated data identify the same number of parameters as the original data, so the informational nesting relation discussed in section 5.1 holds. This makes the calculation of the variance matrix for the difference of the two sets of estimates very easy. Such a test can not reject the proportionality assumption. Table 5 reports the parameter estimates using both the maximum likelihood method and the minimum Chi-square method. To make the two sets of the estimates comparable, we have used the three binary grouped covariates, female, higher education and higher income. For the minimum Chi-square estimates, we have used the simple OLS procedure in the second step which ignores the heteroskedasticity.
The big difference in the estimated standard errors, relative to their maximum likelihood counterparts, demonstrates the efficiency loss of such a procedure. On the other hand, the closeness of the two sets of parameter estimates shows that the minimum Chi-square procedure, while easy to compute, generates reliable estimates.
Conclusions
This paper is concerned with the estimation of the willingness to pay distribution with data from contingent valuation surveys where, due to the preference for what is called "close-ended" questions, the respondents' willingness to pay is measured only up to interval censoring. With the conviction that in such an estimation, neither fully parametric models nor non-parametric models are fully satisfactory, this paper first propose to use the proportion hazard model specification to represent the willingness to pay distribution. This semiparametric framework, on the one hand, controls for the observed heterogeneity to help researchers and policy makers identify key social economic quantities that determine individuals' willingness to pay, and, on the other hand, allows for maximum flexibility in the shapes of the willingness to pay distribution so that the two key features found by contingent valuation researchers, i.e., asymmetry and multi-modality, can be accommodated.
Data censoring is common in economic duration analysis where the semiparametric proportional hazard specification is borrowed. However, in duration analysis researchers often observe complete durations, i.e., exact values of the dependent variables, for at least some, if not all, sample points. The rest of the sample points are often assumed to be right censored.
13 Analysis of grouped duration data is relatively new (Kiefer, 1988 , Ryu, 1994 , Sueyoshi, 1995 . Even there the data grouping mechanism is considered very simple. It is quite normal in duration surveys that a duration is known to fall within a natural interval (a month, a year, etc.). In contingent valuation surveys with double bounded dichotomous choice questions, the data grouping mechanism is more complicated. Often "across-interval-censored" data on the dependent variable are observed. Nevertheless the main apparatus for statistical inference remains the same, as this paper demonstrated.
With only across-interval-censored data, there is a maximum flexibility of the 13 Left censoring can be extremely difficult to deal with. See for example, Heckman and Singer model structure which can be identified. With grouped data, even fully nonparametric specification collapses into essentially finite-dimensional model (Turnbull, 1974) . Under the proportional hazard model specification, the maximum flexible structure that can be identified from the data is at most T number of discrete points of the integrated hazard function. This identification result has two important applications. First, the model is essentially finite dimensional and the standard maximum likelihood estimation applies. When the observed covariates in the data fall into the "many-observations-per-cell" type, the minimum Chi-square method is preferred for its ease in computation and programming. This is so thanks to the availability of the An-Ayala (1996) algorithm. Second, as in any nonparametric estimation, the mean willingness to pay and other welfare measures are not identifiable from grouped data.
Ad hoc interpolation of either the integrated hazard function or the survivor function has to be adopted. An ad hoc procedure may or may not be conservative, and the approximation error cannot be assessed.
Proportional hazard specification is substantially more flexible than a parametric distribution family. However the proportionality itself is an assumption which can and should be tested. With only across-interval-censored data, feasible testing procedures are limited. This paper advocates the one that uses the further aggregated data from the already grouped data and constructs the test statistic using the difference of the estimated coefficients associated with the observed covariates in the model. ---------0  24  16  5  0  75   10 140  ----------0  0  17  0  0   11 170  -----------0  18  0  50   12 210  ------------0  11  0   13 250  -------------5  54   14 375  --------------23 • γ ik = the number of respondents whose willingness to pay falls between bids b i and b k with 0 ≤ i < k ≤ T + 1 with the convention that b 0 = 0, b T +1 = I, and γ 0,T +1 = 0.
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